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wrote January 25, 1909. The non-partisan
character of these testimonials is emphasized
when we remember that General Weaver was at
the time a Democrat, and had left the Kepub-
lican party thirty years before.

Another confirmation of the absence of any-
thing of a political character from this cor-
respondence is to be found in a letter from
W. W. Baldwin of Burlington. lie regarded
the placing of General Weaver's portrait in the
gallery of the Historical Department as "oer-t
tainly appropriate", because he represented
"the patriotic sentiment of the state, fbr he was
a splendid soldier in the War for the Union; he
stands for ability in public debate of a high
order, and he has upheld his political convic-
tions with courage and fidelity in the face of
many defeats, and much disappointment and
personal loss to himself.

"I have not always agreed with his views and
theories of government and politics, but I have
never failed to admire the charm and vigor with
which he defended them, and have always been
glad to call him my personal friend.

"Some of the earliest recollections of my boy-
hood are connected with General Weaver . .
. . I shall never forget the lofty sentiment
with which he inspired me as a youth when, in
an important law-suit, he denounced a notorious
social miscreant in words that fairly flamed